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From DirectorõsDesk é

After the first few showers,

monsoon is yet to start in the

area. It is common here being

in rain shadow zone due to

tall ôSahyadri õ mountain

range at the West. However,

most of the kharif sowing

activities are completed

during June 2021 .

ª¦z©O£¬ v©la/ Himanshu Pathak
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Fruiting in Date palm
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during June 2021 . In July, ample flowering was

experienced in dragon fruit . The pruning operation

for opening -up and proper ventilation in high density

mango plantation are completed targeting better

performance during next season . Activities at Malad

farm are also been streamlined .

One of the most important achievements of

the month was completion of the second phase of

Malhar pond . The ôJalPoojanõwas carried out on

10 th June . Both the phases have been successfully

completed during the period of lockdown

restrictions . I congratulate the farm technical team

led by Dr . Pravin B Taware with able support of Mr .

Patawaru Chahande and Mr . Aniket More for

accomplishing the task with great precision but

minimum cost .

ôFarmCoordinatorõis playing a crucial role in

presenting the activities, assessing the achievements

and planning for future targets . I sincerely hope that

this effort will improve research farm management in

NIASM and elsewhere . I thank Dr . Pravin Taware

and the team for their dedication and sincerity in

bringing out this publication .
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Pruning in Mango

Experimental Soybean + Maize crop

Soybean crop at Malad Farm

Kharif sowing activities : Looking in to the

availability of water, Kharif sowing activities

for field research were intensified . This

included Soybean (B6, B7, C6 and C8),

Soybean + Maize (C5), Pigeon pea (C1),

Cowpea (D1), etc. Some of the fields (B3, B4

and C7) reserved for Rabi crops, were sown

with green manure crop Dhaincha . All other

fields are kept ready to continue sowing

activities as per requirements . Drip

installation in D5,6 & E7,8 is ready for

precision irrigation .

Canopy management in orch ards : Post

harvest pruning in high density Mango

plantation was carried out to open the

canopy to improve next season production .

After pinching for sub -cane the shoot growth

was harnessed by tipping at 12-14 leaves.

The damaged & infected fruits in Sweet

orange, Acid lime, Guava & pomegranate

were removed and destroyed by burying in

soil .

Plant Protection : The important spraying

activities included use of Copper oxychloride

and Sulphur in grape for control of downy

mildew and powdery mildew in persisting

cloudy and humid weather . Insecticide

Fipronil was also used in grape to manage

sucking pests . Simultaneously Uracil and

6BA were used in grape for increasing

fruitfulness and cane maturity . Spraying of

Azadirachtin was carried out in dragon fruit

to manage fruit fly issue . In pomegranate,

Copper hydroxide was sprayed to control

Cercospora and Xanthomonas .

Malad farm activities : Cleaning activities in

Malad farm were initiated to remove thorny

shrubs . Seven fields of 1ac each were

cleaned and six out of these were sown with

Soybean . Although no irrigation required at

sowing due to good monsoon showers, the

layout have kept ready for irrigation if canal

water is available .

Agro -waste management : Pruned biomass

weeds etc. received at dumping site was cut

into pieces with the help of shredder

machine . It will be used for composting . The

pruned material in mango orchard was

mulched in -situ to improve soil conditions .

Peripheral maintenance : One round of

cutting dried coconut leaves was taken up .

Weed management along periphery was

initiated by spraying herbicide as well as

manual weeding .

Field layout preparation

Pigeon pea germplasm


